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Abstract

This study aims to systematically identify, classify, and analyze global models of integrating entrepreneurship into architectural education
and to extract adaptable components within the creative economy framework. This research adopted a systematic review design following
PRISMA 2020 guidelines. Searches were conducted across major international and Persian databases covering the period 2000-2025.
From 480 initial records, after duplicate removal and multi-stage screening, 20 eligible studies were selected and thematically analyzed
using MAXQDA software. Inferential analysis revealed that entrepreneurial architectural education models are structured around three
interrelated dimensions: an educational dimension emphasizing interdisciplinary, project-based studios; a content dimension focusing on
architectural content creation as a cultural and economic product; and a support dimension consisting of institutional infrastructures,
incubators, and strong university—industry linkages. Together, these dimensions enhance creative capacity, economic value creation, and
professional sustainability of future architects. The findings indicate that contemporary architectural education within the creative
economy must transcend conventional design instruction and systematically cultivate entrepreneurial, content-producing, and
institutionally supported architects.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, architectural education has undergone profound transformation under the combined
pressures of globalization, technological innovation, labor market restructuring, and the rapid expansion of the
creative economy. Contemporary architecture is no longer confined to the production of physical space but
increasingly functions as a generator of symbolic, cultural, and economic value within creative industries
(Florida, 2020). This shift has repositioned architects as creative entrepreneurs whose professional success
depends not only on design expertise but also on their ability to recognize opportunities, construct business

models, manage innovation processes, and sustain competitive practice (Breen, 2020; Kraus, 2023).




Accordingly, the integration of entrepreneurship into architectural education has become a central concern for
universities seeking to prepare graduates for dynamic professional environments.

Scholars emphasize that entrepreneurial competence is now an essential dimension of architectural
professionalism rather than an auxiliary skill (Adegbile, 2018; Barringer & Ireland, 2020). However,
persistent mismatches between university training and market expectations remain widely documented.
Employers increasingly demand graduates with strong soft skills, business literacy, collaborative competence,
and adaptive thinking, yet many architectural programs remain dominated by conventional studio-based
pedagogy focused primarily on aesthetic production (Eshraghi & Jam, 2023; Khodeir, 2020). This
misalignment has motivated extensive inquiry into curricular reform, interdisciplinary learning, and
experiential education (Asgari et al., 2019; Rahimi, 2022).

At the theoretical level, contemporary interpretations of architectural aesthetics emphasize the inseparability
of form, function, and meaning as foundations of value creation (Cheng, 2024; Lima, 2020). Such
perspectives reinforce the view that architectural outputs are cultural products capable of economic circulation
when strategically framed through narratives, branding, and media representation (Sheibani, 2018).
Technological advancement further amplifies this potential by transforming how architectural knowledge is
produced, visualized, and communicated (Abbasi, 2019; Elshater, 2018). Consequently, entrepreneurial
education in architecture must extend beyond theoretical instruction to encompass production of intellectual,
visual, and media content as marketable assets.

Institutionally, the rise of the entreprencurial university has reshaped higher education governance,
emphasizing knowledge commercialization, innovation ecosystems, and university—industry collaboration
(Guerrero & Urbano, 2023). In architecture, this transformation aligns closely with the emergence of creative
business models and alternative professional pathways (Kraus, 2023; Zou, 2021). International evidence
demonstrates that entrepreneurial learning becomes most effective when embedded within project-based
studios, interdisciplinary collaboration, and real-world engagement (Cheng, 2018; Davis, 2018). Parallel
developments in soft-skills education and twenty-first century competencies further support integrated
pedagogical reform (Almeida & Morais, 2021; Anderson & Koenig, 2019; Caeiro-Rodriguez et al., 2021).
Within Iran, architectural education faces comparable challenges. Studies highlight structural limitations,
insufficient industry linkage, and the need for curricular modernization aligned with third-generation university
missions (Azizi & Nadri, 2023; Esmaeili et al., 2022). Market analyses underscore employer demands for
managerial, communicative, and entrepreneurial skills (Khodai, 2021), while national reports advocate
reframing professional challenges as entrepreneurial opportunities (Roushan et al., 2024). Despite growing
scholarship, the literature remains fragmented, lacking comprehensive synthesis of global models that integrate
entreprencurship into architectural education (Lazaro, 2021; Wang, 2020; Wilson, 2021). This study
addresses that gap by systematically reviewing and synthesizing international experiences.

Methods and Materials



This study employed a systematic literature review design following PRISMA 2020 guidelines. Searches were
conducted across major international and national databases covering publications from 2000 to 2025. A total
of 480 records were initially identified. After removal of duplicates and multi-stage screening based on
predefined inclusion and exclusion criteria, 20 studies were selected for final analysis. Data were extracted
using structured forms capturing methodological features, educational focus, content strategies, and
institutional mechanisms. Thematic analysis was performed through iterative coding using MAXQDA
software to identify recurring patterns and conceptual dimensions.

Findings

Analysis revealed that effective entrepreneurial integration in architectural education consistently manifests
across three interdependent dimensions: educational, content-based, and supportive. The educational
dimension is characterized by project-based studios, experiential learning, interdisciplinary collaboration, and
engagement with real-world constraints. Programs adopting these approaches demonstrated stronger
development of professional competence, decision-making capacity, and adaptive thinking.

The content dimension focuses on production of intellectual, visual, and media outputs as cultural-economic
assets. Students were encouraged to construct narratives around design projects, build personal brands, and
package architectural ideas as transferable products or services. This dimension strengthened graduates’
visibility, employability, and market readiness.

The supportive dimension encompasses institutional infrastructures such as incubators, mentorship networks,
university—industry partnerships, innovation hubs, and access to financial and professional resources. These
mechanisms significantly increased the likelihood of commercialization, reduced entry barriers into
professional markets, and sustained entrepreneurial trajectories after graduation.

The interaction of these three dimensions formed an integrated educational ecosystem that transformed
architectural education from a predominantly academic endeavor into a value-generating professional
platform.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that entrepreneurial architectural education is not achieved through isolated
curricular additions but through comprehensive systemic redesign. Transforming studios into innovation
laboratories, redefining content as economic assets, and embedding institutional support structures are jointly
necessary to cultivate sustainable professional pathways. This model aligns architectural education with the
realities of the creative economy, where architects operate as designers, innovators, and entrepreneurs
simultaneously.

By synthesizing global experiences, the study proposes a transferable framework adaptable to diverse
educational contexts, particularly within Iran’s higher education system. The integration of entrepreneurship

reshapes architectural identity from static professional specialization toward dynamic creative leadership,



enabling graduates to navigate uncertainty, build resilient careers, and contribute meaningfully to cultural and
economic development.
Ultimately, architectural education in the creative economy must evolve into a holistic ecosystem of learning,

production, and support that continuously generates value for individuals, institutions, and society.
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