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Abstract

This study aims to provide a comprehensive overview of past trends, current status, and future research directions in international

entrepreneurship from a dynamic capabilities perspective in emerging markets. Using a descriptive—analytical design, this bibliometric

study analyzed 908 documents indexed in the Scopus database from 2017 to 2022, applying performance analysis and science mapping

techniques through Excel, VOSviewer, and R software. The results indicate a strong growth trajectory in scholarly output, a gradual shift

of research focus from developed economies toward emerging markets, and the formation of four major conceptual clusters centered on

innovation, dynamic capabilities, international entreprenecurship, and small and medium-sized enterprises. The findings suggest that while

developed countries continue to contribute substantially to the literature, emerging markets—particularly China—are increasingly

shaping the intellectual structure of the field, highlighting the need for more theory-driven and context-sensitive future research.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

International entrepreneurship has evolved into a central field of inquiry within management and
entrepreneurship research as firms increasingly pursue opportunities beyond national borders in highly volatile
and competitive environments. Early theoretical foundations emphasized firm growth and the role of internal
resources, highlighting how managerial capabilities and accumulated knowledge shape expansion trajectories
(Penrose, 1959). Subsequent developments in internationalization theory reframed foreign market entry as a
gradual learning process embedded in networks of relationships rather than a single strategic choice (Johanson
& Vahlne, 2009). Building on these foundations, international entrepreneurship emerged as a distinct domain
concerned with the identification, evaluation, and exploitation of cross-border opportunities, often under
conditions of uncertainty and resource constraints (Oviatt & McDougall, 2005; Zahra & George, 2002).

In parallel, the concept of dynamic capabilities gained prominence as a framework for explaining how firms
adapt, reconfigure resources, and sustain competitive advantage in rapidly changing environments. The
integration of dynamic capabilities into international entrepreneurship research has provided a richer
explanation of how firms—particularly small and medium-sized enterprises—can overcome liabilities of
foreignness and outsidership in global markets (Reuber et al., 2018). This integration has become increasingly
salient in emerging markets, where institutional volatility, technological disruption, and intense competition
place additional demands on entrepreneurial firms (Dabi¢ et al., 2020; Paul et al., 2017).

At the same time, digital transformation and convergence innovation have reshaped entrepreneurial processes
and international market access, enabling firms from emerging economies to internationalize more rapidly and
creatively (Lee & Trimi, 2021). These developments have coincided with a sharp growth in scholarly output,
resulting in a fragmented and rapidly expanding body of literature. To address such complexity, bibliometric
and science-mapping approaches have been widely adopted to synthesize knowledge, identify intellectual
structures, and trace research trajectories across disciplines (Godin, 2006; Tranfield et al., 2003).
Bibliometric studies have proven particularly useful in management and entrepreneurship research, offering
systematic insights into publication trends, collaboration networks, and conceptual clusters (Aria &
Cuccurullo, 2017; Janik et al., 2020).

Despite the proliferation of reviews, prior work suggests that international entrepreneurship research has
historically been dominated by studies conducted in developed economies, leaving emerging markets
comparatively underexplored (Jones et al., 2011; Paul et al., 2017). Recent evidence, however, points to a
shift in this pattern, with emerging markets gaining visibility in global research networks (Sjogarde &
Didegah, 2022). Against this backdrop, a comprehensive bibliometric assessment focusing explicitly on
international entrepreneurship and dynamic capabilities in emerging markets is warranted to clarify the past

evolution, current state, and future directions of the field (Basilio et al., 2022; Gonzalez-Alcaide, 2021).



Methods and Materials

This study employed a descriptive—analytical bibliometric design to map the intellectual structure and
evolution of research on international entrepreneurship and dynamic capabilities in emerging markets. A
comprehensive dataset of scholarly documents published between 2017 and 2022 was retrieved from a major
international citation database using a structured search strategy. Only peer-reviewed journal articles and
review papers were included to ensure the quality and consistency of the data.

The analysis was conducted in several stages. First, performance analysis was used to examine publication
growth, authorship patterns, journal productivity, institutional contributions, and country-level outputs.
Second, science-mapping techniques were applied to identify conceptual structures through keyword co-
occurrence analysis, co-authorship networks, and collaboration patterns. Specialized bibliometric software
packages were used to process and visualize the data, enabling the identification of clusters, trends, and
relational structures within the literature.

Findings

The results revealed a substantial and sustained growth in publications on international entrepreneurship and
dynamic capabilities in emerging markets over the study period, indicating increasing scholarly attention to
the topic. Annual publication output showed a clear upward trajectory, reflecting both the maturation of the
field and heightened interest in emerging market contexts.

Authorship analysis demonstrated a strong prevalence of multi-authored papers, suggesting that research in
this area is highly collaborative and interdisciplinary. International co-authorship was particularly prominent,
highlighting the globalized nature of knowledge production and the integration of scholars from both
developed and emerging economies.

At the journal level, a relatively small group of high-impact journals accounted for a significant proportion of
the total publications, while a long tail of journals contributed smaller numbers of articles. This pattern
underscores the concentration of influential research within a limited set of outlets alongside broader
dissemination across diverse journals.

Country-level analysis showed that while developed economies continued to play a major role in knowledge
production, emerging markets—most notably China—had become leading contributors in terms of publication
volume. Other emerging economies also displayed growing research activity, signaling a diversification of
geographic perspectives within the field.

Keyword co-occurrence analysis identified four major conceptual clusters. The first cluster centered on
innovation and competitive advantage, emphasizing export performance, human capital, and institutional
contexts. The second cluster focused on small and medium-sized enterprises, entrepreneurial orientation, and
firm performance. The third cluster revolved around dynamic capabilities and international entrepreneurship,

including themes such as born globals and international new ventures. The fourth cluster highlighted



internationalization processes, networks, and emerging market dynamics. Together, these clusters illustrate the
multidimensional and interconnected nature of the research landscape.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings provide clear evidence that research on international entrepreneurship and dynamic capabilities
in emerging markets has entered a phase of accelerated growth and conceptual consolidation. The observed
shift in scholarly attention toward emerging economies reflects broader transformations in the global economy,
where firms from these contexts increasingly participate in and shape international markets. The prominence
of China and other emerging economies in publication output suggests not only rising research capacity but
also the growing relevance of these contexts for theory development.

The identification of distinct yet interconnected conceptual clusters indicates that the field has moved beyond
fragmented inquiry toward a more integrated understanding of how innovation, dynamic capabilities, and
entrepreneurial action interact in international contexts. In particular, the strong linkage between dynamic
capabilities and international entrepreneurship underscores the importance of adaptability, learning, and
resource reconfiguration as central mechanisms for successful internationalization.

From a methodological perspective, the widespread use of collaborative research and the concentration of
publications in leading journals point to increasing professionalization and global integration of the field. At
the same time, the reliance on bibliometric indicators highlights the need for cautious interpretation, as
quantitative measures alone cannot fully capture theoretical depth or contextual nuance.

Overall, this extended abstract demonstrates that international entrepreneurship research, when examined
through the lens of dynamic capabilities and emerging markets, reveals a vibrant and evolving knowledge
domain. The study contributes by offering a comprehensive synthesis of recent developments, clarifying
intellectual structures, and highlighting emerging trends. By mapping past and present research trajectories, it
provides a foundation for future theoretical refinement and empirical exploration, while also offering practical
insights for scholars, policymakers, and practitioners engaged in fostering entrepreneurial internationalization

in dynamic and uncertain environments.
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