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Abstract

This study aimed to design a comprehensive and context-based curriculum model for educating research-oriented teachers aligned with
the mission of Farhangian University. This applied study adopted a qualitative research design using deductive qualitative content analysis.
Participants consisted of 13 faculty members and experts in curriculum studies, educational management, and educational technology
from Farhangian, public, and private universities in East and West Azerbaijan provinces, selected through purposive and snowball
sampling. Data were collected via semi-structured interviews and validated using credibility, dependability, confirmability, and
transferability criteria. Data analysis yielded 174 open codes, which were systematically categorized into key curriculum elements,
including foundations, rationale, principles, educational objectives, content, learning activities and experiences, teaching strategies,
instructor competencies, learning resources, time and space organization, learner grouping, and evaluation. The resulting model
emphasizes the integration of research and practice, problem-centered learning, reflective professionalism, and the development of
teachers’ research competencies. The proposed model provides a robust framework for revising teacher education curricula at Farhangian
University with a focus on fostering research-oriented teachers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
In contemporary educational systems, research is increasingly recognized as a central driver of quality
improvement, professional learning, and sustainable reform. Educational development literature consistently

emphasizes that systems capable of generating context-sensitive knowledge through practitioner inquiry are

better positioned to respond to complex classroom realities and societal change. Within this framework,



teachers are no longer viewed merely as implementers of externally produced knowledge, but as reflective
professionals who actively participate in the production of educational knowledge through systematic inquiry.
This paradigm shift has given rise to the concept of the teacher researcher, which positions teachers as agents
of change capable of integrating research with everyday teaching practice (Johnson, 2019; Saki, 2012).
Action research constitutes the methodological backbone of the teacher researcher movement. It is grounded
in the idea that educational problems are best understood and addressed within the contexts in which they
occur, through iterative cycles of planning, action, observation, and reflection (Koshy, 2010; Mills, 2011).
From a philosophical perspective, action research draws on pragmatism and the concept of praxis, emphasizing
the unity of theory and practice and valuing experiential knowledge generated in real-world settings
(Asmandareh & Bakht, 2022; Doosti Irani et al., 2011). Recent theoretical developments, such as Living
Theory research, further highlight the role of teachers as knowledge creators whose professional values and
lived experiences form the basis of educational inquiry (Whitehead, 2020).

Despite the theoretical and policy-level endorsement of teacher research, empirical studies indicate that the
implementation of teacher researcher programs faces persistent challenges. These include limited research
competencies among teachers, weak institutional support, instrumental attitudes toward research, and the
dominance of traditional, theory-heavy teacher education curricula that fail to connect research with classroom
practice (Matin, 2012; Namdari-Pazhman et al., 2013; Rezaei, 2016). In many cases, action research is
reduced to a formal reporting requirement rather than a meaningful professional learning process (Ghaderi &
Gholami, 2015; Ghasemi Pouya, 2013).

In Iran, Farhangian University holds a strategic position as the primary institution responsible for preparing
teachers for the national education system. Foundational policy documents, including the Fundamental
Transformation Document of Education, the National Curriculum, and the Theoretical Foundations of Public
Formal Education, explicitly emphasize the development of reflective, research-oriented teachers and the
integration of research into professional practice (Ministry of Education, 2011a, 2011b, 2011c). The statute
of Farhangian University similarly underscores the mission of educating competent, innovative, and research-
capable teachers aligned with national educational values (Farhangian University, 2011).

Nevertheless, existing research suggests a noticeable gap between these policy aspirations and the actual
structure and content of teacher education curricula. Studies report that research training at Farhangian
University remains largely theoretical, fragmented, and detached from authentic school-based problems,
limiting its impact on students’ professional identity as future teacher researchers (Abedini Alavi et al., 2021;
Elhamian et al., 2019; Sadaqat, 2022). International literature likewise emphasizes that effective preparation
of teacher researchers requires curriculum models that are problem-centered, practice-oriented, collaborative,
and supported by reflective and ethical frameworks (Bognar & Mompoint-Gaillard, 2017; Lufungulo et al.,

2021; Osmanovic & Maksimovic, 2020).



Given these challenges, there is a clear need for a coherent, contextually grounded curriculum model that
systematically integrates research into teacher education at Farhangian University. Addressing this gap, the
present study seeks to design a comprehensive curriculum model for educating teacher researchers that aligns
theoretical foundations, national policy requirements, and the practical realities of teaching.

Methods and Materials

This study adopted an applied qualitative research design aimed at developing a curriculum model grounded
in expert knowledge and contextual realities. The research population consisted of faculty members and experts
in curriculum studies, educational management, and educational technology affiliated with Farhangian
University, public universities, and private universities in East and West Azerbaijan provinces. Using
purposive and snowball sampling strategies, thirteen participants with extensive experience in teacher
education and curriculum design were selected.

Data were collected through semi-structured, in-depth interviews that allowed participants to articulate their
perspectives on the foundations, objectives, content, instructional strategies, and evaluation mechanisms of a
curriculum for educating teacher researchers. Interviews were audio-recorded, transcribed verbatim, and
subjected to deductive qualitative content analysis. A structured analytical framework based on established
curriculum elements guided the coding process.

To ensure rigor, the study employed standard trustworthiness criteria in qualitative research, including
credibility through prolonged engagement and triangulation of perspectives, dependability through systematic
coding and peer review, confirmability via documentation of analytic decisions, and transferability through
rich description of the research context and findings.

Findings

Data analysis initially yielded 675 preliminary codes. Through constant comparative analysis, removal of
redundancies, and integration of conceptually similar codes, 174 distinct codes were retained and organized
into a comprehensive curriculum framework. These codes were systematically classified into core curriculum
elements.

The findings indicated that the curriculum model for educating teacher researchers should be grounded in four
interrelated foundations: legal, philosophical, psychological, and sociological. Legal foundations emphasized
alignment with national educational transformation documents and institutional mandates. Philosophical
foundations highlighted pragmatism, praxis, and Living Theory as key orientations. Psychological foundations
centered on constructivist, cognitive, and humanistic learning theories, while sociological foundations
underscored critical and social reconstruction perspectives.

Analysis of the curriculum rationale revealed three primary drivers: global shifts toward research-oriented
education, the evolving professional role of teachers as reflective practitioners, and the unique problem-solving

capacity of action research in addressing classroom realities. The principles of the curriculum emphasized



problem-centeredness, integration of research and action, active learner participation, methodological
pluralism, and flexibility.

The objectives of the curriculum were articulated across cognitive, skill-based, and attitudinal domains.
Cognitive objectives included understanding research paradigms and action research cycles. Skill-based
objectives focused on problem identification, data collection and analysis, report writing, and critical
evaluation of research. Attitudinal objectives emphasized reflective thinking, collaborative inquiry, ethical
responsibility, and a commitment to locally grounded knowledge production.

Content analysis demonstrated the necessity of integrating theoretical knowledge with practical applications,
organizing content around the stages of action research, and employing spiral and interdisciplinary structures.
Learning activities were found to be most effective when they involved real classroom-based projects,
collaborative inquiry, data analysis workshops, and reflective writing. Instructional strategies highlighted
project-based learning, problem-solving, discussion, and guided reflection, while evaluation was
conceptualized as formative, process-oriented, and evidence-based.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study underscore that educating teacher researchers requires a holistic curriculum model
that transcends fragmented research courses and embeds inquiry within the professional formation of teachers.
The proposed model conceptualizes research not as an external academic requirement, but as an integral
dimension of teaching practice and professional identity. By grounding the curriculum in philosophical,
psychological, and sociological foundations, the model provides a coherent framework that links educational
theory with lived classroom experience.

The emphasis on praxis and reflective inquiry positions teachers as active knowledge producers capable of
responding to complex and context-specific educational challenges. The integration of cognitive, skill-based,
and attitudinal objectives ensures balanced professional development, fostering not only technical research
competence but also ethical awareness, collaboration, and reflective judgment. Moreover, the focus on
problem-centered content and authentic learning activities bridges the longstanding gap between theory and
practice in teacher education.

From an institutional perspective, the model offers Farhangian University a structured pathway for aligning its
curricula with national transformation goals while responding to contemporary global trends in teacher
education. By adopting formative and process-based evaluation approaches, the curriculum supports
continuous professional learning rather than episodic assessment.

In conclusion, this extended abstract presents a curriculum model that reconceptualizes teacher education
through the lens of research-based professionalism. The model provides a theoretically grounded and
practically oriented framework that can guide curriculum reform efforts aimed at cultivating reflective,

research-capable teachers who contribute meaningfully to educational improvement.
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